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Republic of the Philippines

The Senate
Pasay City, Metro Manila

ATTENTION
:
The Hon. Teofisto Guingona III


Senator of the Republic
SUBJECT
:
PRBoA Position on Senate Bill (S.B.) No. 2930 (The Design Council of the Philippines Act of 2011)  

REFERENCES
:
S.B. No. 2930 as filed by Sen. Teofisto Guingona on 09 August 2011 and as discussed/ disseminated in various public fora (electronic and otherwise) 

Dear Senator Guingona,


Warm greetings from the Professional Regulatory Board of Architecture (the “PRBoA”).

With great interest, the PRBoA has dissected and appreciated the contents of S.B. No. 2930 with respect to its effect on the future practice of the twenty eight (28,000) registered architects (RAs) of the land. Realizing that the Act may potentially offer a new opportunity for unregistered persons under R.A. No. 9266 (The Architecture Act of 2004) to engage in the illegal practice of architecture and its allied professions (collectively the environmental design professions) in the near future, there is need to institute many safeguards in the bill to preserve the interests of the State and of the public that we all continue to serve.

Under present law, the architectural plans and designs of all buildings on Philippine soil shall be conceptualized/ prepared, signed and sealed only by State-registered and licensed architects (RLAs).

In view of the foregoing, please find herewith the evolving international definition of the term “environmental design” (Attachment A) as well as the PRBoA’s suggestions on the bill itself (Attachment B).  Thank You very much for Your advocacy and we hope that You may find merit in the PRBoA suggestions.

Yours sincerely, 
For the PRBoA
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Attachment A.  
The Evolving International Definition of the Term Environmental Design
Environmental design is the process of addressing surrounding environmental parameters when devising plans, programs, policies, buildings, or products. While prudent classical design may have always considered environmental factors, the environmental movement beginning in the 1940s has made the concept more explicit. 

Environmental design is nothing new. The ancient Greeks built houses facing south, which kept them cooler in the summer and warmer in the winter due to the seasonal orientation of the sun. The Romans continued this practice, and began putting glass panes in windows to allow light in without allowing heat to escape, which evolved into the creation of greenhouses to cultivate exotic plants from much warmer climates. Various cultures around this time also created solar panels from curved sheets of metal that could capture the heat of the sun and turn it into usable heat for cooking, bathing and home comfort.

Environmental design can also refer to the applied arts and sciences dealing with creating the human-designed environment. These fields include architecture, geography, urban planning, landscape architecture, and interior design. 

Environmental design can also encompass interdisciplinary areas such as historical preservation and lighting design. In terms of a larger scope, environmental design has implications for the industrial design of products: innovative automobiles, wind-electricity generators, solar-electric equipment, and other kinds of equipment could serve as examples. Currently, the term has expanded to apply to ecological and sustainability issues e.g. Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) for buildings in the USA.

Environmental design topics may encompass aspects of the natural, built, work, or social environments but are not limited to:
· designing with solar photovoltaics;
· passive solar design;
· water conservation;
· daylighting;
· urbanism;
· building user perceptions and behaviors;
· embodied energy and performance of materials;
· designing for energy efficiency;
· designing for climate change;
· environmental assessment tools;
· public safety; and
· crime prevention.
Areas of research relating to environmental design encompass but are not limited to:
· Architecture (a State-regulated profession in the Philippines since 1921);
· Construction science;
· Ecology;
· Environmental impact design;
· Environmental planning (a State-regulated profession in the Philippines since 1995);
· Environmental psychology;
· Environmental sociology;
· Historic preservation;
· Landscape architecture (a State-regulated profession in the Philippines since 1986);
· Sociology of architecture;
· Sustainability; and
· Urban planning.   Attachment B follows.
Attachment B. PRBOA Suggestions on S.B. No. 2930 

(as of 28 November 2011)
FIFTEENTH CONGRESS OF THE )

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES )

SECOND REGULAR SESSION )


SENATE


S. B. No. 2930

Introduced by Senator TEOFISTO "TG" GUINGONA III
EXPLANATORY NOTE

Design goes beyond aesthetics. It is a product of the merger between creativity and innovation. Ultimately, it is a problem-solving mechanism Design fuses art, culture, business, science and technology towards the paramount purpose of solving problems, which in turn leads to improving the quality of human life.

Indications of a global momentous economic shift are evident. Design is being seriously recognized as an engine for economic and social progression. Studies show that design can create value for the country as it has the potential to generate wealth, produce substantial employment, set off a rising standard of living, and stimulate global competitiveness, in the process.

The substantial socioeconomic value of design is difficult to overlook. Design cuts across many areas of public concerns, such as urban development, housing, enterprise and business strategy, education and capability development, culture, heritage, transportation, healthcare, and trade development. Our neighboring Asian countries have already begun tapping into this inexhaustible human resource spawned by creativity and innovation. Design Councils have been established to utilize and enhance the maximum potential of design. Singapore has the Design Singapore Council; South Korea has the Korean Institute of Design Promotion; and Thailand has the Thailand Creative &  Design Center, to name a few. All these groups are geared towards design-driven ways to achieving economic growth, and at the same time enhancing human life.

Section 9, Article II of the 1987 Philippine Constitution provides that "the State shall promote a just and dynamic social order and free the people from poverty through policies that provide and promote full employment, a rising standard of living, and an improved quality of life for all."

The creation of the Design Council of the Philippines will be in consonance with the aforementioned state policy. It is opportune for the Philippines to focus on design as a key catalyst to creating new opportunities that would give our economy that much needed boost. The

Philippines is now presented with a challenge to create its own Design Council that would apply, develop and sustain design as an innovative, practical and effective problem-solving mechanism. We are more than ready to conquer this challenge as our nation is blessed with a vast supply of brilliant and artistic individuals endowed with creativity and ingenuity, who are working on design. With the creation of the Design Council of the Philippines, a national design policy shall brilliant and artistic individuals endowed with creativity and ingenuity, who are working on design. With the creation of the Design Council of the Philippines, a national design policy shall be formulated to guide our design and creative industries on the road to making the Philippines the "design hub" of Asia.

An additional point in favor of the Design Council Initiative is the fact that design is crucial in strengthening and marketing the distinctive "branding" of a country. Design should therefore be the key element to the country's research and innovation strategy. The Philippines would enormously benefit from this in the promotion of its products and services to the world.

We should not let the creativity, skills and talents of our people go to waste. The establishment of the Design Council of the Philippines will ensure that creativity and innovation will be applied to achieving genuine national progress.

In view of the foregoing, the immediate enactment of this measure is earnestly sought. 
TEOFISTO "TG" GUINGONA
Senator
FIFTEENTH CONGRESS OF THE )

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES)

SECOND REGULAR SESSION )

SENATE

S.B.No. 2930

Introduced by Senator TEOFISTO "TG" GUINGONA III

AN ACT

CREATING THE DESIGN COUNCIL OF THE PHILIPPINES, DEFINING ITS

POWERS AND FUNCTIONS, APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR, AND FOR

OTHER PURPOSES

Be it enacted by the Senate and the House of Representatives of the Philippines in Congress assembled:

SECTION 1.  Short Title. - This Act shall be known as the "Design Council of the Philippines Act of 2011."

SECTION 2. Statement of Policy. – It is hereby declared the policy of the State to prioritize, strengthen, and promote a design-driven economy by investing on our creative capital. The State shall also endeavor to develop the Philippines as the "design hub" of Asia.

SECTION 3. Definition of Terms. - For purposes of this Act, the following terms shall mean:

a) "Design" - shall refer to the product of creativity and innovation. It shall also mean the problem-solving mechanism that fuses art, culture, business, science and technology towards the paramount purpose of improving the quality of human life;

b) "Design Industry" - shall refer to a sector of the Creative Industry which is chiefly dedicated to the following endeavors: (1) Environmental Design; (2) Industrial, Product, and Fashion Design; (3) Advertising and Visnal Communications Design; and (4) Software Design; and

c) "Mapping" - shall mean identifying individuals, corporations, partnerships, associations, and other informal groups working in design-related industries; categorizing their services and competencies; finding their respective locations in the country; quantifying their potential for inducing socio-economic growth; evaluating design-related challenges, needs and issues; and determining how each could contribute to the design-driven economy of the country.

d) "Designer" - shall refer to all individual or group of individuals, who generates new ideas (creativity), successfully exploits these new ideas (innovation), and utilizes design as a strategic tool to link the two.

e) “ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN” – SHALL REFER TO THE PROCESS OF ADDRESSING SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENTAL PARAMETERS WHEN DEVISING PLANS, PROGRAMS, POLICIES, BUILDINGS, OR PRODUCTS. THE TERM SHALL ALSO REFER TO THE APPLIED ARTS AND SCIENCES DEALING WITH CREATING THE HUMAN-DESIGNED/ BUILT ENVIRONMENT, EMCOMPASSING ARCHITECTURE, GEOGRAPHY, URBAN PLANNING, LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE, AND INTERIOR DESIGN, WHICH FORM PART OF STATE-REGULATED PROFESSIONS. 
SECTION 4. The Design Council of the Philippines. - The Design Council of the Philippines, hereinafter referred to as the Design Council, is hereby established to provide clear and positive direction towards harnessing and advancing the country's design-driven economy.

SECTION 5. Purpose and Objectives of the Design Council. - The Design Council shall promote and develop the design industry of the Philippines by developing, through relevant consultations with stakeholders, a National Design Policy, hereinafter referred as NDP, for the Philippines. Likewise, the Design Council is tasked to ensure the proper implementation of the NDP.

In fulfilling the NDP, the Design Council will undertake consultations with stakeholders in the design industry, PARTICULARLY THE STATE-REGULATED DESIGN PROFESSIONALS and relevant government agencies such as, but not limited to, the National Economic Development Agency (NEDA) and the Department of Trade and Industry (DTI), THE NATIONAL CENTER FOR CULTURE AND THE ARTS (NCCA), THE COMMISISON ON HIGHER EDUCATION (CHED) AND THE PROFESSIONAL REGULATION COMMISSION (PRC) AND ITS CONCERENED PROFESSIONAL REGULATORY BOARDS (PRBS).

SECTION 6. The National Design Policy. - The NDP shall be the state's strategy to launching and sustaining an innovation-driven and design-savvy nation. The NDP shall be crafted in such a way to achieve the following national goals:

(a) 
To expand the design culture nationwide;

(a.1) 
To create a demand and an appreciation for good design not only among citizens, but also within government institutions

(a.2) 
To conceive effective and sustainable design-related promotional strategies that take social, environmental and economic considerations into account

(b) 
To propagate design as problem-solving;

(b.1) 
To conceive effective and sustainable design-related strategies to drive economic growth (employment and trade) and social innovation (sustainability, efficiency, access)

(b.2) 
To establish mentoring and support system to introduce the process and the benefits of the strategic use of good design in business administration, commerce, trade, enterprises, as well as government administration

(b.3) 
To make government invest in good design

(c) 
To boost competitiveness of the Filipino Design Industry;

(c.1) 
To build capabilities of Filipino designers by improving design education

(c.2) 
To establish programs & events that will continually challenge designers' capabilities, i.e. REGULATED competitions THAT SHALL help government solve challenges/ issues that could benefit from design thinking

(c.3) 
To establish networks & resources for knowledge exchange, capability development & content creation on design

(c.4) 
To provide more avenues for Filipino designers to showcase their talent locally & internationally
(c.5) 
To create a demand for good design

(c.6) 
To increase the country's design capacity by creating opportunities for design education and design research, and by creating and investing on infrastructure and technology to support design

(c.8) 
To promote the growth, professionalization and globalization of the Filipino Design Industry

(d) 
To build a strong National Identity; and

(e) 
Other goals analogous to the foregoing.

SECTION 7. Powers and Functions of the Council - The Design Council shall exercise the following powers and functions in order to carry out its mandate:

(a) 
Create the National Design Policy of the Philippines, which will be integrated into government policies to achieve national development;

(b) 
Coordinate, monitor, and assess the implementation of the NDP, and, when necessary, recommend appropriate adjustments thereon in the light of changing conditions in both the domestic and international environment;

(c) 
Conduct a comprehensive mapping of individuals or groups working in the design and creative industries in conjunction with a comprehensive mapping of their needs.

(d) 
Design a mentoring and support system for individuals, corporations, partnerships or associations, particularly Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (SMEs), who want to benefit from the strategic use of good design in business administration, commerce, trade and other enterprises;

(e) 
Initiate design-led projects and competitions for the private sector to help government solve socioeconomic challenges;

(f) 
To raise greater public awareness and appreciation of the socioeconomic value of good design through exhibitions, among others;

(g) 
Establish networks and resources for knowledge exchange, capability development and content creation on design;

(h) 
Recommend to Congress any proposed legislation that would contribute to advancement of design; and

(i) 
Perform such other powers and functions as may be necessary, incidental or proper to its mandate.

SECTION 8. Composition of the Design Council - The members of the Design Council shall be composed of SIX (6) design practitioners, FOUR (4) FROM THE PRC AND ITS PRBS, SPECIFICALLY FROM THE BOARD OF ARCHITECTURE, TWO (2) FROM THE NCCA and two (2) representatives from the Design Academe, WITH ONE (1) FROM A CHED-RECOGNIZED SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE. THE design practitioners shall each represent the following six (6) sectors of the Design Industry, namely: I) Visual Communications; (2) Information Design; (3) New Media & Technology; and (4) Fashion Design; (5) Industrial Design; and (6) Environmental Design AND ARCHITECTURE; while the Education & Training sector of the Design Industry will be represented by two (2) representatives of the Design Academe.

The Secretary of Trade and Industry and one (1) representative from the aforementioned fourteen (14) members shall be Co-Chairs of the Design Council.

The co-chair chosen from the fourteen (14) members shall be THE ex officio Chief Design Officer, who will head the design strategy across the Design Council's various projects.

SECTION 9. Term of service - All fourteen (14) members of the Design Council shall be appointed by the President of the Philippines, with a term of six (6) years.

SECTION 10. Domicile of the Design Council. - The principal office of the Design Council shall be established in Metro Manila, Philippines.

SECTION 11.Advisory Board to the Design Council - The Advisory Board shall be composed of the heads of the following government agencies, who will act as such, during their tenure:

(a) 
Department of Trade and Industry (DTI);

(b)
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND HIGHWAYS;

(C)
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATIONS (DOTC);

(D)
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMNET AND NATURAL RESOURCES (DENR); 


(e)
Department of Science and Technology;

(f) 
Department of Labor and Employment;

(g) 
DTI Intellectual Property Office;

(h) 
Department of Education;

(i) 
Commission on Higher Education (CHED);

(j) 
Technical Education and Skills Development Authority;

(k) 
Technology and Livelihood Research Center;

(l) 
National Commission for the Culture and the Arts (NCCA);

(m)
Product Development and Design Center of the Philippines;

(n) 
DTI Center for International Trade, Expositions and Missions; and

(o)
National Economic Development Authority

The Advisory Council shall also include one (1) representative from the business sector. He shall be appointed by the President of the Philippines, with a term of six (6) years.

SECTION 12. Purpose and Objectives of the Advisory Board. - The Advisory Board would advise the Design Council on how to cultivate design into one of the key pillars of the country's socioeconomic growth.

SECTION 13. Powers and Functions of the Advisory Board. - The Advisory Board shall exercise the following powers and functions:

(a) Provide the advice and insight essential to pursuing the mandate of the Design Council by collectively representing the views of the public sector;

(b) 
To serve as the forum for synthesizing problems and recommendations of common interest to the Design community in general;

(c) 
Provide leadership and guidance on how the government could achieve the NDP;

(d) 
Promulgate government regulations relevant to the implementation of the NDP; and

(e) 
Provide advice and insight on how the business sector could capitalize on design and thereby contribute to the economy.

SECTION 14. Secretariat. - The Design Council shall organize a Secretariat which shall report directly to it and shall be managed by two (2) Directors for Operations, one representing the Design Council and the other representing the Advisory Board.

SECTION 15. Annual Report. - The Design Council shall submit an annual report to Congress on the status of the implementation of tlris Act and the developments and significant achievements of the Design Council during the past year not later than December 31 of each year.

SECTION. 16. Implementing Rules and Regulations. - The Design Council shall issue and promulgate the necessary implementing rules and regulations within thirty (30) days upon the approval of this Act.

SECTION 17. Appropriations Clause. - The Design Council shall be provided with an initial appropriation of Thirty Million Philippine pesos (PhP30,000,000.00) to be drawn from the national government. Appropriations for the succeeding years shall be included in the General Appropriations Act.

SECTION 18. Separability Clause. - If any provision or section of this Act or the application thereof to any person or circumstance is held to be invalid, the other provisions or sections of this Act, and the application of such provision or section to other persons or circumstances, shall not be affected thereby.

SECTION 19. Repealing Clause. - All laws, decrees, executive orders, rules and regulations, or parts thereof as are inconsistent with this Act, are hereby repealed, amended or modified accordingly.

SECTION 20. Effectivity. - This Act shall take effect fifteen (15) days after its complete publication in the Official Gazelle or in at least two (2) national newspapers of general circulation.

Approved,
NOTE: ALL PRBOA SUGGESTIONS ON THE FOREGOING DOCUMENT (AS OF 28 NOVEMBER 2011) APPEAR AS BOLD CAPITAL TIMES NEW ROMAN FONT.




































