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Message for the June 2011 LEA Passers

Our warmest greetings to you all! I and the two (2) Members of the PRBoA, namely Architect (Ar) Angeline T. Chua Chiaco and Ar Marietta B. Segovia, congratulate the 1,082 new architects of the Republic, on having successfully hurdled the June 2011 licensure examination for architects (LEA), the seventh (7th) having fully objective, 100% computer-processed results, fully satisfying the twin mandates under Republic Act (R.A.) No. 9266 (The Architecture Act of 2004) and R.A. No. 8981 (The PRC Modernization Act). After taking their Architect’s Oath on 25 July 2011, they would be the newest Filipino registered & licensed architects (RLAs), our successors and hopefully, our future Philippine architecture advocates as well.  

It is the PRBoA’s express wish that many areas of cooperation between the PRBoA and the RLAs of the land shall continue to flourish in the remaining fiscal year and that these are kept evolving and moving forward in order to help attain our shared primary goal of the full implementation and enforcement of Republic Act No. 9266 (The Architecture Act of 2004), a valid and subsisting law, its 2004 implementing rules and regulations (IRR) and derivative regulations, all of which are in full effect. 

It is also the added wish of the PRBoA that it is able to receive the full, unqualified and continuing RLA support on the current and future PRBoA initiatives toward this end, in light of the many local and international developments on several fronts, all of which directly impact the architectural profession and the practice of the approximately twenty eight thousand (28,000) registered architects (RAs) presently situated all over the world. For the past several years, the services of the Filipino RLA have been in very high demand, a signal honor bestowed upon the Filipino architects, in recognition of their quality service and the premium value attached to their work. The PRBoA continues to hope that these matters may also be similarly appreciated on a progressive and continuing basis, by the Philippine market for professional architectural services and by the Philippine Government itself (at all its levels, particularly the local government units/ LGUs).   

Again, the PRBoA extends its felicitations and wishes of continuing success for the new RLAs of the land, their guests and loved ones, their schools and their RLA-Mentors (at both their academic and sub-professional levels prior to taking the LEA) and to all of You who will attend the 25 July Oath-taking Ceremony at the Manila Hotel!

May the Lord bless us all and the resurgent architecture profession as well!

Mabuhay po kayong lahat! Mabuhay ang mga Arkitektong Pilipino!!!
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Inspirational Message for the UPCAAFI
 [delivered at the University of the Philippines College of Architecture Alumni Foundation, Inc. (UPCAAFI) 2011 Alumni Homecoming (Theme: College Fair, Celebrating Arki Pride) on 25 June 2011 at the UPCA, Diliman, Quezon City, where PRBoA Acting Chairman was the Main Honoree-Alumnus]
Good evening and much thanks to You all, especially to the Alumni Association and its incumbent Pres. Cathy Saldaña and Board of Trustees.
The road to this personal advocacy for the profession started way back in 2000/1, when I found myself at the receiving end of the rather shabby and condescending treatment of architects by the then Bid and Award Committee of the Supreme Court. Since then, I consistently tried to find ways that would give architects much more in law. 
The years 2001 and 2002 saw me looking for ways to precisely do this. Aside from becoming a construction arbitrator, I found myself in late 2002 through 2004 simultaneously helping craft the new architecture law and helping revise the implementing rules and regulations (IRR) of the National Building Code. There were UP alumni I worked with during those years, foremost among them being Dean Hedy, then the UAP National President.

With the active support of the architectural organizations such as the UAP, the PIA and the Architecture Advocacy International Foundation/ AAIF (which I co-founded in 2002), the desired changes came in very quick succession in 2004 and 2005. 

Unfortunately, not too many were happy at the way things turned out in the architects’ favor. Soon enough, cases were filed in various fora but the architects were not yet prepared to do battle.

Another golden opportunity came up with the vacancies in the Board of Architecture in 2006. As soon as I got on board with co-alumnus Gigi Chua Chiaco late that year, we were able to gradually transform the Board into a major platform for architecture advocacy. I have Dean Hedy to thank for helping me gain entry into the Board through the UAP.

Almost 5 years later, we are still struggling to have the law fully implemented and enforced nationwide, but we already have many victories in and out of Court. Chief among these is the resurgence of architecture advocacy in the country – many more architects have risen to fight, especially at the LGU level.

It is my fervent hope that the Alumni Association shall take an active part in this advocacy. It may start with organizing the alumni associations nationwide and transforming them into a very potent force to bring about more changes for the better. With its deep bench, the Alumni Association may also become a major CPE provider for its members, thereby helping the members attain specializations in practice.  

We had good teachers and mentors in the College, who pointed us in the right direction. Now, it is up to all of us to help others tread that path. Thank You once again. Mabuhay ang UP ARKI!
Message for the IAPoA-UAP
[for the United Architects of the Philippines (UAP) 2011-2012 Induction and Turnover]

Our warmest greetings to you all!

I, as PRBoA Acting Chair and the two (2) Members of the PRBoA, namely Architect (Ar) Angeline T. Chua Chiaco and Ar Marietta B. Segovia, congratulate the United Architects of the Philippines (UAP), the duly accredited integrated and accredited professional organization of architects (IAPOA) under Sec. 40 of Republic Act No. 9266, otherwise known as the Architecture Act of 2004, on the occasion of its 25 June 2011 Turnover and Induction Ceremonies, under the incoming administration’s theme “Redefining Service  to Members : Key to Service-Oriented Architecture”.  

These felicitations go to all the UAP Members, some of whom are the most recognizable names in the profession and many of whom have helped to shape both the UAP and the profession into what it is today. Special mention goes to the UAP National President (NP), Ar Ramon S. Mendoza, fuap and to UAP Immediate Past NP, Ar Ana Mangalino-Ling, fuap, apec ar (who were the 2010 National Presidents/ NPs responsible for the UAP’s unprecedented 4th PRC Most Outstanding APO Award), to all the UAP members who labored for such distinctions, to all the UAP Members in attendance, to the honored Guests and to the loyal friends and supporters of the UAP.  

It is the PRBoA’s express wish that many areas of cooperation between the PRBoA and UAP shall continue to flourish and that these are kept evolving and moving forward in order to help attain our shared primary goal of the full implementation and enforcement of R.A. No. 9266, a valid and subsisting law, its 2004 implementing rules and regulations (IRR), the pertinent PRBoA Resolutions and derivative regulations, all of which are in full effect. 

It is also the added wish of the PRBoA that it is able to receive the full, unqualified and continuing support of all registered and licensed Architects (RLAs) on the current and future PRBoA initiatives toward this end, in light of the many local and international developments on several fronts, all of which directly impact the architectural profession and the practice of the nearly 28,000 Philippine-registered architects (RAs) situated all over the world (the last 6,538 of which were registered by the incumbent PRBoA). For the past several decades, the services of the Filipino Architect have been in very high demand, a signal honor bestowed upon them, in recognition of their quality service and the premium value attached to their work. The PRBoA continues to hope that these matters may also be similarly appreciated on a progressive basis, by the Philippine market for professional architectural services and by the Philippine government itself (at all its levels).   

Again, the PRBoA extends its felicitations and wishes of continuing success for the UAP and All its Members in their worthy endeavors, their guests and loved ones, and to all of You in attendance today!

May the Lord bless us all and the resurgent architecture profession as well!
Mabuhay po kayong lahat! Mabuhay ang mga Arkitektong Pilipino!!!
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