[image: image1.jpg]\‘Rr-_GU LAT/o,
N \Co




                                                             

                                                            Republic of the Philippines
                                                    Department of Labor & Employment 
                          Professional Regulation Commission

                                                            Manila

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

[image: image2.jpg]


            The Professional Regulatory Board of Architecture
            (PRBoA)

                Office of the Acting PRBoA Chairman

               Email Address: prboa.prc.gov.ph@gmail.com 

              URL/ website: www.architectureboard.ph
                 Mobiles: 0928.3695508  0922.8415161  0916.3822826 

    c/o Telefax: 02.915.9089 & c/o Fax:02.286.2678
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Your Ref:


           Our Ref : p11jun24_PRBoA-671
22 June 2011

Philippine Daily Inquirer (PDI), Inc.

Chino Roces Ave. cor. Yague and Mascardo Sts., Makati City, 1263 Metro Manila

ATTENTION
:
Mr. Isagani Yambot, Publisher


M. Letty Jimenez-Magsanoc, Editor in Chief


Various PDI Section Editors and Writers/ Contributors
SUBJECT
:
Continuing PDI Features on Non-Registered and Non-Licensed “Architects” Who Are Illegally Engaged in Projects on Philippine Soil
REFERENCES
:
1) 
Miami-based Arquitectonica i.e. a foreign architectural firm not permitted by the Professional Regulation Commission/ PRC to practice architecture in the Philippines/ PH, col. 4, page B8, PDI 20 May 2011 (by Raquel P. Gomez, Business Section);
2) Miami-based green architect Chad Oppenheim i.e. a foreign architect not permitted by the PRC to practice architecture in the PH, col. 2, page B10, PDI 04 June 2011 (by Tessa R. Salazar, Business Section);

3) Tange Associates i.e. a foreign architectural firm not permitted by the PRC to practice architecture in the PH photo caption, page B4, PDI 15 June 2011 (Business Section);

4) “Architectural Designer” Maggie Go i.e. an unregistered person not permitted by the PRC to practice architecture in the PH, col. 3, page C1, PDI 05 January 2011 (by Marge C. Enriquez, Lifestyle Home and Entertaining Section);

5) “Architect” Albert Garbanzos i.e. an unregistered person not permitted by the PRC to practice architecture in the PH, col. 2, page A12, PDI 04 June 2011 (by Carla P. Gomez, Across the Nation/ Inquirer Visayas Section);

6) “Architect” Anton Mendoza (assuming the name refers to an interior designer known by said name) i.e. an unregistered person under R.A. No. 9266 (The Architecture Act of 2004) not permitted by the PRC to practice architecture in the PH,, col. 6, front page, PDI 11 June 2011 (by Bayani San Diego Jr.).
Dear Sirs/ Mesdames,

Warm greetings from the Professional Regulatory Board of Architecture (PRBoA)!
The PRBoA would like to again call the attention of the PDI, this time in regard to its continuing feature stories on at least six (6) potentially illegal practitioners of the State-regulated profession of architecture i.e. violations of the applicable provisions under R.A. No. 9266 (The Architecture Act of 2004) and its 2004 IRR, and of other executive issuances such as one from the HLURB prescribing compliance with the registration requirements for foreign architects working on PH condominium building projects.
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By continually featuring the said and like entities (including those regularly appearing on advertisements by property developers employing such persons), the PDI may already be promoting the violation of law. We hope the PDI institutionalizes an internal procedure that can amply screen the entities featured i.e. as to whether they are registered and licensed to practice architecture in the PH or not. A visit to the PRBoA website at www.architectureboard.ph may prove helpful. Otherwise, please advise the concerned editors/ writers/ contributors to first verify with the PRC Registration Division before running/ printing such materials/ stories. They may be impleaded as accessories if criminal cases relating to the illegal practice of professions are filed in the near future.    
The PRBoA hopes this letter finds print in the PDI Opinion section to promptly warn the public to be wary of dealing with unregistered persons illegally engaged in the practice of the regulated professions, specifically architecture. These persons do not and will not assume the professional responsibility and civil liability for their architectural work/ services. Their unsuspecting clients may therefore not be amply protected.     
The PRBoA also hopes that the title “architect” is never again loosely associated by the PDI with persons committing/ potentially committing violations of law. 
Thank You very much for Your continued support of the Philippine registered & licensed architects (RLAs). 
Yours sincerely,

for the PRBoA
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