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Comparison of the Old and New Test Formats for the Subject of Architectural Design & Site Planning (ADSP) under the State Licensure Examination for Architects (LEA)
	A. Area of
    Comparison
	B. Old Drafting Test Format

(Administered until 
June 2009)

	C. New NON-Drafting 
Test Format 
(Administered Starting 
November 2009)

	1. Mandatory Requirement for Full Compliance with Sec. 7 (m) of R.A. No. 9266 on 100% computerization of the LEA

	Non-Compliant
with Sec. 7 (m) of R.A. No. 9266 (The Architecture Act of 2004) and with Sec. 7 (m) of the IRR of R.A. No. 9266
	Fully Compliant
with Sec. 7 (m) of R.A. No. 9266 (The Architecture Act of 2004) and with Sec. 7 (m) of the IRR* of R.A. No. 9266 and with the covering PRBoA Resolution*
*Important Notes: (1) If any attempt at reversion to the Old Test Format is being contemplated by the incumbent or future PRBoAs, the IRR and the covering PRBoA Resolution both have to be supervened by an amendatory PRBoA Resolution that would have to be first approved by the Professional Regulation Commission (PRC) and then published at the Official Gazette to take full effect. The process may take anywhere from 4 to 8 months. 
(2) Such attempts must show the absolute need for reversion to the Old Test Format and to the state of NON-compliance with the law (i.e. R.A. Nos. 9266 and 8981).
(3) If the renewed NON-compliance with law results from such a reversion, the concerned PRBoA and PRC officials may then be held administratively and criminally liable. A special complaint before the Office of the Ombudsman may also be lodged against such officials of the PRC and the PRBoA as warranted.  

	A. Area of

    Comparison
	B. Old Drafting Test Format

(Administered until 

June 2009)


	C. New NON-Drafting 

Test Format 

(Administered Starting 

November 2009)

	2. Mandatory requirement for Full Compliance with Sec. 7 (q) of R.A. No. 8981
    on 100% computerization of the LEA


	Only Partly Compliant
with Sec. 7 (q) of R.A. No. 8981 (The PRC Modernization Act of 2000)
and with Sec. 7 (r) of the IRR of R.A. No. 8981
	Fully Compliant
with Sec. 7 (q) of R.A. No. 8981 (The PRC Modernization Act of 2000)
and with Sec. 7 (r) of the IRR of R.A. No. 8981

	3. Testing of Knowledge as compared with Testing of Skillset

	More of a skill test 
rather than a knowledge test
	More of a knowledge test 
rather than a skill test 

	4. Number of

   Design Problem/s

	One (1) 
Long Design Problem
	Five (5) 
Short Design Problems

	5. Mode of Testing 
	The 8-9 page Statement of the Design Problem and Test Requirements mandates  a thorough understanding of the said document; if the examinee starts with the wrong appreciation of the problem, then the entire architectural solution becomes wrong (with less or no points awarded for the rest of the solution proposed by the examinee)  
Focus was on academic training and skillsets which are better tested by the schools of architecture, not by the licensure examination which must be objective.

	5 page problem statement; 150 questions i.e. 30 questions per design problem broken down as follows:  5 on compliances, 5 on site development planning, 5 on space planning, 5 on architectural design, 5 on structural conceptualization; and  5 on architectural interiors (AI); the examinee’s answer to 1 question does NOT affect the answers to the 149 other questions;
Practical work experience and stock knowledge of architectural practice is best tested under the licensure examination. 
Only a fraction of the LEA thus remains focused on examinee’s retained academic knowledge.


	A. Area of

    Comparison
	B. Old Drafting Test Format

(Administered until 

June 2009)


	C. New NON-Drafting 

Test Format 

(Administered Starting 

November 2009)

	6. Mode of Test
    Administration 
	Drafted solution set required for evaluation by the assigned PRBoA checker; drawing, sketching and manual drafting on 20” by 30” tracing paper are all required; copying of design solutions very much possible
	Multiple Choice (drawing and sketching are still required before answering about 60% of the 150 questions asked; simple calculators allowed; open books for Rules VII and VIII only i.e. architectural sections of the 2004 Revised IRR of P.D. No. 1096 (the 1977 National Building Code of the Philippines/ NBCP)


	7. Mode of
    Answering 

	100% Subjective 
(Drawings which are graphic answers, referring to many interactive component answers, all entirely dependent on the examinee’s appreciation of the long design problem)


	100% Objective
(Specific since it refers to only one answer to a specific question)



	8. Mode of
    Checking
	100% Subjective  

(and may possibly be subject to external influences/ interferences)

	100% Objective 
and Secure
 (no external influences 

nor interferences)

	9. Release of LEA
    Results
	Manual checking requires more than thirty (30) calendar days , particularly if the number of examinees exceeds 2,000 
	With computer scanning/ checking, the release of the LEA results is now possible within Two (2) Working Days from the last day of the LEA i.e. even with 2,000 or more examinees
 

	10.Appeal/s for
     Reconsideration
     of LEA Results
	Need to be entertained due to the apparent 100% Subjectivity of the 
Old Test Format 

	Need not be entertained due to the apparent 100% Objectivity of the 
New Test Format


	A. Area of

    Comparison
	B. Old Drafting Test Format

(Administered until 

June 2009)


	C. New NON-Drafting 

Test Format 

(Administered Starting 

November 2009)

	11.General 
     Assessment of
     the Test Format
	The old test format is apparently unable to fully and objectively measure the examinee’s capability of attaining compliances under law as regards the preparation of architectural plans and designs. 
The old test format is likewise unable to fully and objectively ascertain the examinee’s knowledge of the basic requirements for undertaking architectural design, particularly of his/ her understanding of the architectural design process/ procedure/ sequence.

	The new test format is apparently able to substantially and objectively measure the examinee’s capability of attaining compliances under law (including the Fire Code and Accessibility law) as regards the preparation of architectural plans and designs. 
The new test format is likewise able to substantially and objectively ascertain the examinee’s knowledge of the basic requirements for undertaking architectural design, particularly of his/ her understanding of the architectural design process/ procedure/ sequence (i.e. summarized as research, plan preparation and design preparation, in such a specific order).


	12.Physical Facility

     requirements for

     the Conduct of

     the Examination
	Requires large drafting desks for use of examinees; due to the quality/ non-adjustability of drafting desks, examinees are also forced to bring large drafting boards 

	Requires only a standard high school student chair with tablet



	13.Provision for

     Persons with

     Disabilities

     (PWD) or with

     Difficulties 
	Not friendly to PWD and persons with difficulties; the Old Test Format is quite difficult for examinees with missing extremities (limbs) or those with casts or ambulatory aids (e.g. crutches) or those who are pregnant or elderly or otherwise with difficulty in  drafting in a standing or sitting position 
	Friendly to PWD and persons with difficulties


	14.Currency with

     Respect to the

     Quality of

     Licensure

     Examination in

     Other Countries


	The Old Test Format is not in keeping with international trends to do away with subjectivity in the conduct of the examination and in the evaluation of the results

	The New Test Format matches international trends to make the conduct of the examination and the evaluation of the results fully objective 


Nothing follows.
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