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Message 
(for the UAP NAW 39 Celebrations from 5 through 11 Dec 2010)
Warm greetings to You all!

I, in the name of the PRBoA, congratulate the United Architects of the Philippines (UAP), the integrated and accredited professional organization of architects (IAPoA) under Republic Act (R.A.) No. 9266 (The Architecture Act of 2004), specifically its Organizing Committee led by Architect (Arch) Allan V. Garcia, uap, the National Architecture Week (NAW) 39 Overall Chairman, and the UAP National and Chapter Officers, Directors and Members, who join him in the celebration of NAW 39. The PRBoA also extends its felicitations to the honored Guests, friends and supporters of the UAP attending the week-long NAW 39 events.  
The NAW 39 theme “Popular Architecture (Pop Arch): Reinventing Architecture for the Next Generation” is most apt, for it is entirely in keeping with what Philippine-registered and licensed architects (RLAs) must do within the next 9 years (2011 through 2019), in anticipation of the full implementation of the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS) by 2020, which shall bring more foreign architects (FAs) to our shores. 

While we focus our sights on GATS in 2020, we must continually strive at ways of improving our individual capabilities on a purely voluntary basis i.e. through the Continuing Professional Education (CPE) Program, which may eventually allow RLAs to attain a possible future graduate degree (using CPE credits under the CHED ETEEAP) and a possible future PRC specialization certificate. With these, the RLA shall be able to specialize and diversify at the same time, a virtual mode of reinvention that can considerably increase an RLA’s competitive advantage, possibly even against FAs. Reinvention may also take the form of an RLA eventually becoming an APEC Architect and/or an ASEAN Architect within the next 9 years to better prepare for globalized practice.  

With the UAP as the IAPoA, it is the PRBoA’s express and continuing desire that many more areas of cooperation between the PRBoA and the UAP, shall be opened (or shall remain open) in the remaining/ upcoming UAP fiscal year, and that these are kept evolving and moving forward in order to help attain our shared primary goal of the full implementation and enforcement of R.A. No. 9266, its IRR and derivative regulations. 

Again, the PRBoA’s extends its wishes of continuing success to all of You partaking of the NAW 39 celebrations! 

May the Lord bless us all and the resurgent architecture profession as well!
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Mabuhay po kayong lahat!! 

Mabuhay ang mga Arkitektong Pilipino!!!
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Message

[for the UAP Graduate Auxiliary (GA) Examinees Undertaking Their Review for the January 2011 LEA] 

Warm greetings to you all!

I, in the name of the PRBoA, congratulate the UAP Graduate Auxiliary (GA), its President, Camille Chua and the Officers who join her, in the conduct of the ongoing examinee preparations for the January 2011 licensure examination for architects (LEA). 
It is the PRBoA’s express and continuing desire that many more areas of cooperation between the PRBoA and the UAP GA, shall be explored in the remaining UAP fiscal year, and that these are kept evolving and moving forward in order to help attain our shared primary goal of the full implementation and enforcement of R.A. No. 9266 (The Architecture Act of 2004), its IRR and derivative regulations, as the same pertains to UAP GA members, particularly those who will take the said LEA.

Just keep in mind that the LEA is mainly a test of one’s stock knowledge of architecture in the Philippine setting. It is not a test of skills/ skillsets, which are better left for the schools to measure. The present LEA is an objective assessment of what the examinees should know by now (after school and apprenticeship). All forms of subjectivity have been eliminated as much as possible to give examinees a very fair chance of passing. The questions are practical and will only require a good appreciation and understanding of what is being asked. Understand the questions and do not rush Your answers. 

Again, the PRBoA’s extends its wishes of continuing success to You all! Good luck at the LEA! 

May the Lord bless us all!

Mabuhay kayong lahat!! 
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MESSAGE

[for the UAP Graduate Auxiliary (GA) Examinees Undertaking Their Review for the January 2011 LEA] 

Greetings to the officers and members of UAPGA! Just a few more weeks and most of you will be on your way to the licensure examinations in January 2011.

Take a brief moment to make one final assessment: Are you really prepared?  Are you confident that you have gained enough experience to take this final step which will finally make you a full-fledged professional? Some of you will push yourselves to make it to the top; some will be content to just pass. Remember that how you have prepared yourself is more important because it is that discipline which you have instilled which will determine how you will practice your profession and deal with obstacles that may come your way. 

Be serious and analytical in answering the questions; but above all, maintain integrity in the conduct of the exams. Remember that what you do on those two days is between you and your God.

Some people quote statesmen; I chose to quote an examinee*  who took the Foreign Licensure Exam in Architecture in the United Arab Emirates in December 2009. “DASAL- this is da best. I didn’t pray for the correct answer or to help me pass the exam. I only asked Him for strength and guidance and thanked HIM for giving (me) a chance to take the board exam. I even thanked HIM in advance for that time my mind is already set for the following year exam if ever I failed.”  He passed the exam and is now a registered and licensed Architect.
Good Luck and Mabuhay!
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Angeline T. Chua Chiaco
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