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Your Ref:


       Our Ref : p10may21_PRBoA-386
21 May 2010
Republic of the Philippines

Professional Regulation Commission (PRC)
2/F PRC Building, Paredes St., City of Manila

ATTENTION
:
The Hon. Nicolas P. Lapeña, Jr.



Chairman

THROUGH
:
The Hon. Antonio S. Adriano 


Senior Commissioner




The Hon. Nilo L. Rosas 


Commissioner


SUBJECT
:
PRBoA Concern Anent Recent Statements Made by the Hon. CHED Chairman on the Non-Drafting Test Format for the Licensure Examination for Architects (LEA) Subject on Architectural Design & Site Planning     
REFERENCES
:
a)
21 April 2010 Quadripartite Meeting between CHED, PRBoA, the United Architects of the Phils. (UAP-IAPoA) and the Council of Deans and Heads of Architectural Schools in the Phils. (CODHASP) at the UAP Auditorium (Quezon City); and 


b)
26 April 2010 meeting of the Technical Panels called by CHED at CHED (Quezon City)  
Dear Sirs,

Warm greetings! 

On behalf of the PRBoA, I am making known its present concern anent statements made by the Hon. Chairman of the CHED during the above-referenced meetings, during which he spoke out against the Non-Drafting Test Format for the Licensure Examination for Architects (LEA) Subject of Architectural Design & Site Planning, and during which he also made a firm commitment to the UAP and the CODHASP that he would work for the restoration of the old Drafting Test Format (reference Attachment A for a comparative view of the formats).
Additionally during the Technical Panel meeting at the CHED, the Hon. CHED Chairman made a very strong statement to the effect that the PRC was actively interfering with the functions of the CHED, a statement made in the presence of scores of PRC representatives such as Professional Regulatory Board (PRB) Chairmen and Members, some of whom refrained from replying outright due to the possible inter-agency conflict and the potentially embarrassing situations that could arise. 

In view of the foregoing, I suggest that the necessary PRC representations be made with the CHED at the soonest possible time. Should the presence of the PRBoA or any of its Members be required, please advise us accordingly so that matters could be expedited, possibly to the full satisfaction of all parties. I hasten to add however, that I feel that the reverse may be true i.e. that it is the CHED that may be interfering with the work of the PRC and its PRBs.
For Your collective information only. Thank You very much.
Yours sincerely,

Original Signed
Armando N. ALLÍ
Acting Chairman, PRBoA
att  : a/s
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Attachment A 

Comparison of the Old and New Test Formats 
for the Subject of Architectural Design & Site Planning
under the State Licensure Examination for Architects (LEA)
	A. Area of Comparison
	B. Old Drafting Test Format

(Administered until June 2009)
	C. New NON-Drafting Test Format (Administered Starting 
November 2009)

	1.  Full Compliance with R.A. No. 9266 on 100% computerization
	Non-Compliant
	Fully Compliant

	2.  Full Compliance with R.A. No. 8981
	Partly Compliant
	Fully Compliant

	3.  Testing of Knowledge as compared with Testing of Skillset
	More of a skill test 
rather than a knowledge test
	More of a knowledge test 
rather than a skill test 

	4.  Number of Design
     Problem/s
	One (1) Long Design Problem
	Five (5) Short Design Problems

	5.  Mode of Testing 
	The 8-9 page Statement of the Design Problem and Test Requirements mandates  a thorough understanding of the said document; if the examinee starts with the wrong appreciation of the problem, then the entire architectural solution becomes wrong (with less or no points awarded for the rest of the solution proposed by the examinee)  
	5 page problem statement; 150 questions i.e. 30 questions per design problem broken down as follows:  5 on compliances, 5 on site development planning, 5 on space planning, 5 on architectural design, 5 on structural conceptualization; and  5 on architectural interiors (AI); the examinee’s answer to 1 question does NOT affect the answers to the 149 other questions;

	6.  Mode of Test
     Administration 
	Drafted solution set required for evaluation by the assigned PRBoA checker; drawing, sketching and manual drafting on 20” by 30” tracing paper are all required; copying of design solutions very much possible
	Multiple Choice (drawing and sketching are still required before answering about 60% of the 150 questions asked; simple calculators allowed; open books for Rules VII and VIII only i.e. architectural sections of the 2004 Revised IRR of P.D. No. 1096 (the 1977 National Building Code of the Philippines/ NBCP)

	7.  Mode of Answering 
	100% Subjective 
	100% Objective

	8.  Mode of Checking
	100% Subjective  

(and may possibly be subject to external influences/ interferences)
	100% Objective and Secure
 (no external influences 

nor interferences)

	9.  Release of LEA
     Results
	Manual checking requires more than thirty (30) calendar days , particularly if the number of examinees exceeds 2,000 
	With computer scanning/ checking, the release of the LEA results is now possible within Two (2) Working Days from the last day of the LEA i.e. even with 2,000 or more examinees 

	10.Appeal/s for
    Reconsideration of LEA Results
	Need to be entertained due to the apparent 100% Subjectivity of the Old Test Format 
	Need not be entertained due to the apparent 100% Objectivity of the 
New Test Format

	11.General Assessment of the Test Format
	The old test format is apparently unable to fully and objectively measure the examinee’s capability of attaining compliances under law as regards the preparation of architectural plans and designs. The old test format is likewise unable to fully and objectively ascertain the examinee’s  knowledge of the basic requirements for undertaking architectural design, particularly of his/her understanding of the architectural design process.
	The new test format is apparently able to substantially and objectively measure the examinee’s capability of attaining compliances under law (including the Fire Code and Accessibility law) as regards the preparation of architectural plans and designs. The new test format is likewise able to substantially and objectively ascertain the examinee’s  knowledge of the basic requirements for undertaking architectural design, particularly of his/her understanding of the architectural design process.


Nothing follows.
