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Your Ref:


       Our Ref : p10mar30_PRBoA-367
30 March 2010
Republic of the Philippines

Professional Regulation Commission (PRC)
2/F PRC Building, Paredes St., City of Manila

ATTENTION
:
The Hon. Nicolas P. Lapeña, Jr.



Chairman

THROUGH
:
The Human Resource Management Division (HRMD),



for PIMRU Consolidation and submission to the Office of the President

SUBJECT
:
HIGHLIGHTS OF BoA/ PRBoA ACCOMPLISHMENTS (YEARS 



2001 THROUGH 2010 OR AFTER THE APPROVAL OF 



R.A. NO. 8981/ PRC MODERNIZATION ACT)



REFERENCES
:
PRC Office Order No. 2010-89 dated 12 March 2010 
Dear Sirs/Mesdames,
Warm greetings! As instructed, the PRBoA transmits herewith its initial listing of its key accomplishments, generally over the period 2001 through 2010, and specifically during the incumbent PRBoA’s posting from November 2006 to date, to wit: 
a) 2002, the old Board of Architecture (BoA), with the full assistance and independent initiatives of the accredited professional organization [APO, the United Architects of the Philippines (UAP)] and individuals such as the undersigned, took part in the DPWH-led effort to revise the implementing rules and regulations (IRR) of P.D. No. 1096, otherwise known as the 1977 National Building Code of the Philippines (NBCP);
b) 2003, the old BoA, with the full assistance and independent initiatives of architectural organizations (with UAP as the APO) and the other associations of architects [OAAs such as the Philippine Institute of Architects (PIA) and the Architecture Advocacy International Foundation (AAIF)], and individuals such as the undersigned, actively took part and lobbied for the passage of legislation and/or implementing rules and regulations (IRR) important to the profession of architecture e.g. the repeal of the old architecture law, R.A. No. 545 approved in June 1950, as amended by R.A. No. 1581 in June 1956;
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c) on 17 March 2004, HE Pres. Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo signs into law Republic Act (R.A.) No. 9266, otherwise known as The Architecture Act of 2004, capping a sustained effort by the BoA (renamed the PRBoA under the new law), the APO and the OAAs to repeal R.A. No. 545, as amended by R.A. No. 1581, with the full assistance and independent initiatives of the APO (UAP) and the OAAs (PIA and particularly the AAIF, which spearheaded the effort at the Philippine Senate through Senator Aquilino Q. Pimentel, Jr., the acknowledged father of the law); the law took full effect on 10 April 2004;
d) in April 2004, the PRBoA, again with the full assistance and independent initiatives of the UAP (through its Commission on Professional Practice and its College of Fellows/ CoF), the PIA, the AAIF and undersigned commenced with the task of preparing the IRR for R.A. No. 9266;
e) in June 2004, the PRBoA, still with the full assistance and independent initiatives of the UAP, the PIA, the AAIF and the undersigned commenced with the task of revising the 1979 IRR for R.A. Nos. 545/1581 i.e. the Standards of Professional Practice (SPP); two (2) full SPP drafts have been completed by the PRBoA in 2009 and in early 2010;
f) in late October 2004, the DPWH promulgates the Revised IRR of P.D. No. 1096 (1977 National building Code of the Philippines/ NBCP), which clearly elucidated the architectural sections in the language of the Architects; moreover, the document presented for the very first time the integration of physical planning and building design regulations; the document also echoed the multiple R.A. No. 9266 provisions that limit to registered and licensed architects (RLAs), the sole/ exclusive professional privilege to prepare, sign and seal architectural documents;

g) on 01 December 2004, the PRC-approved IRR for R.A. No. 9266 took effect;

h) in January 2005, the PRBoA, again with the full assistance and independent initiatives of the UAP and the AAIF/ndersigned defeat the House Bill proposing that the civil engineers (CEs) become the prime professional for buildings;
i) in August 2005, the PRBoA, again with the full assistance and independent initiatives of the UAP, the PIA and the AAIF/ undersigned vote for the UAP (then newly accredited by the PRC as the IAPoA) to actively intervene in the petition filed by the PICE/ private CEs against the DPWH Secretary on the issue of the implementation of the specific NBCP provisions i.e. Secs. 302.3 & 4 of the 2004 Revised IRR of the NBCP, that limit to RLAs the signing and sealing of architectural documents;
j) November 2006, the Chairman (undersigned) and Senior Member (Chua Chiaco) take their oaths as Members of the incumbent PRBoA; the undersigned immediately made the PRBoA’s top priority the matter of the full implementation and enforcement of R.A. No. 9266 and its derivative regulations as well as the full implementation and enforcement of architectural provisions under the 2004 Revised IRR of P.D. No. 1096 (the 1977 NBCP) by the DPWH, both of which received prior support from the old BoA/ previous PRBoA;
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k) January 2007, the PRBoA commences use of its four (4) email addresses; to date, almost five thousand (5,000) practice-related exchanges have been recorded on these 4 email addresses; 

l) February 2007, the PRBoA mounts a full and sustained campaign of information dissemination with National Government Agencies (NGAs), chiefly the DPWH and other line agencies, GOCCs and various local government units (LGUs), as regards the matter of the full implementation and enforcement of R.A. No. 9266 and its derivative regulations, all of which are NOT covered by ANY temporary restraining order (TRO), writ of preliminary injunction (WPI) nor constitutionality question, and are thus valid and subsisting i.e. in full effect, and enforceable by public offices/ officials as mandated under law;
m) March 2007, the PRBoA mounts a full and sustained campaign of information dissemination with the private sector, chiefly the media on the matter of unregistered persons and illegal practices, the use of the official title “Architect” and Foreign Architects (FAs); the PRBoA has attained huge successes in that it has curbed many questionable practices, particularly by the media; the sustained tri-media campaign included 2 TV appearances, broadcast messages, printed letters to the editors/ publishers of popular national broadsheets and trade publications, published interviews and the like;  

n) September 2007, the Phil. Inst. of Civil Engrs. (PICE) files a Petition for Indirect Contempt against the PRBoA Chairman (undersigned) for his spirited defense of the architecture profession and the sole/ exclusive professional privilege of RLAs to prepare, sign and seal architectural documents as guaranteed under Philippine law; the PRBoA Chairman has attended all hearings at the RTC Manila from 2007 to date (3 years running);

o) December 2007, the PRBoA and the PRC administer the first (1st) Foreign Licensure Examination for Architects (FLEA) in 2 cities of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA); this was later followed by six (6) more FLEAs, including those for the United Arab Emirates (UAE) and Oman in late 2009; to date, about 650 examinees have taken the 8 FLEAs;

p) February 2008, the PRBoA launches its website at www.architectureboard.ph, which presently contains over three hundred (300) distinct documents about the architectural profession and its practice and regulation in the Philippine and limited international settings; since visits were first monitored in June 2008, the website has received about four hundred thousand (400,000) visits as of end-March 2010; the website has only been recently linked to the PRC website;
q) in early 2008, the PRBoA started with a series of changes in the format of the Licensure Examination for Architects (LEA) held in Manila to make the same fully compliant with R.A. No. 9266 and its derivative regulations; among the key changes instituted by the incumbent PRBoA are: 1) reduction of the LEA period from 3 to 2 days (Fridays and Sundays only); 2) consolidation of the six (6) non-design subjects into 2; 3) making the Dean’s signature on the Logbook for Diversified Experience in Architecture (LDEA) an optional requirement; 4} allowing apprenticeship hours
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i.e. Diversified Experience in Architecture (DEA) earned while still enrolled in a B.S. Arch. Degree program to be credited beginning 24 December 2008; 5) reformat of the subject of Architectural Design and Site Planning from a largely skill-based drafting type examination to a knowledge-based non-drafting (but with required drawing/ sketching) type examination that complies with the 100.0% computer checking mandated under law; and 6) release of the LEA results within five (5) work days of its last day;  
r) August 2008, the PRBoA with the UAP-IAPoA successfully campaign during the APEC Architect Registry meeting in Vancouver, B.C., Canada, to limit practice by Foreign Architects (FAs) in the Philippines to that of a collaborative nature i.e. the FA must have a Filipino RLA as a counterpart when working on a project on Philippine soil; the same stand was taken by about ten (10) other Asia-Pacific economies; 

s) November 2008, the ASEAN Mutual Recognition Agreement (MRA) on Architectural Services was signed in Bangkok by the DTI Sec. Peter Favila; the accord calls for a collaborative mode of practice i.e. similar to the APEC Architect Registry whereby the professional regulatory laws (PRLs) of the respective economies shall be observed;    

t) mid-2009, upon prior PRBoA representations, the HLURB issues an order mandating that Foreign Architects (FAs) working for real estate developers first secure from the PRC a Temporary/ Special Permit (TSP) to practice architecture in the Philippines, in full accordance with law; 

u) 2009, the PRBoA holds a record eight (8) examinations i.e. 2 LEAs in Manila and 6 FLEAs in 4 cities in the Middle East; KSA holds the sole distinction of hosting 4 FLEAs in one year (March and November 2009);
v) 2009, the PRBoA takes an active part in many ASEAN MRA discussions to help reinforce collaborative practice arrangements between FAs and RLAs;

w) November 2009, the PRBoA filed a Complaint with the Office of the Ombudsman against senior DPWH officials (former Sec. Ebdane and incumbent Senior Usec Bonoan and Usec Pacanan), the PICE and Atty. Vicente Foz, publisher of the allegedly intercalated version of P.D. No. 1096 (the 1977 NBCP) supposedly authorized for publication by the DPWH, which purports that civil engineers can sign and seal architectural documents (the first case filed by the PRBoA Members against fellow government officials under the new law);
x) by December 2009, the PRBoA has completed four (4) Architects’ Fora with its stakeholders (all in 2009);

y) as of end-March 2010, the incumbent PRBoA has certified about 3,500 Architects who have passed its seven (7) LEAs and eight (8) FLEAs from January 2007 through January 2010 (3 years); this represents more than 1/8 (or 14.6%) of the total number of RLAs, now numbering about 24,000; more importantly for the 7 LEAs held in Manila from January 2007 through January 2010, NO ANOMALY whatsoever has been reported; 
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z) between November 2006 and end-March 2010 (about 3.5 years), the incumbent PRBoA has handled about 60 administrative cases filed against RLAs at the PRC; Decisions in about 35 cases have been made to date;
aa) as of end-March 2010, the incumbent PRBoA has crafted about 22 practice- or LEA-related resolutions; about 19 of these are presently in full effect, including the ones governing the various changes to the LEA and its examinee validation procedures, limitations on the use of the title “Architect”, the PRC-registered architectural firms (RAFs) and the issuance of Temporary/Special Permits (TSPs) to Foreign Architects (FAs) for projects on Philippine soil; 

ab) between November 2006 and end-March 2010 (about 3.5 years), the incumbent PRBoA has crafted about 700 separate official correspondences and/or attachments i.e. letters, position papers, reports, memoranda-circulars, Powerpoint presentations and lectures, email messages and advisories, etc. about 650 of which have already received by the intended addressees, with some of the documents issued in multiple copies; many of these documents are posted at the Latest Publications section of the PRBoA website at www.architectureboard.ph;
ac) between November 2006 and end-March 2010 (about 3.5 years), the incumbent PRBoA has processed about 5,500 separate messages on its four (4) official email addresses; of these, about 4,500 are directly related to the regulation of the practice of architecture;

ad) between November 2006 and end-March 2010 (about 3.5 years), the incumbent PRBoA has processed and acted on about 19,000 separate official documents i.e. totaling about 57,000 pages of electronic documents, hardcopies and LEA drawing sheets;

ae) between November 2006 and end-March 2010 (about 3.5 years), the incumbent PRBoA has inspected about 25 schools of architecture nationwide;

af) between November 2006 and end-March 2010 (about 3.5 years), the incumbent PRBoA has lectured/ presented/ spoken at about 70 gatherings of RLAs and other stakeholders nationwide, with an estimated aggregate audience of 12,000;

ag) between March 2007 and March 2010 (3 years), the incumbent PRBoA has conducted seven (7) oath-taking ceremonies for new architects, with an estimated aggregate attendance of 10,000;  

ah) in 2008 and 2007, the PRBoA successfully lobbied for its IAPoA in attaining the PRC Most Outstanding Accredited Professional Organization (APO); in 2009, the IAPoA, with PRBoA support, still managed a very tight runner-up finish; 

ai) during the incumbency of the present PRBoA (Nov 2006 to date), it has fully supported important PRC projects/undertakings such as: 1) improvements to the existing PRC facilities; 2) the re-launch and implementation of the Continuing Professional Education (CPE) program; 3) liaison with the CHED through its Tech-
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nical Panel for Architecture; and 4) conceptualization of the new PRC Building project; and

aj) the PRBoA, with assistance from the private sector, is presently working on the publication (possibly by July 2010) of the authentic and correctly worded, annotated and explained/ illustrated version of P.D. No. 1096 (1977 NBCP) and its 2004 Revised IRR, in accordance with certifications issued by the Office of the President and the National Printing Office (NPO), publisher of the Official Gazette; the same shall be freely distributed until the supply is exhausted; 

ak) the PRBoA is also working on 3-4 separate hardbound and electronic (CD) volumes of all of its documents issued from November 2006 to date for submission to the PRC, the IAPoA, the  National Library and other important repositories;

al) it is expected that by the June 2010 LEA, a record number of takers, possibly reaching 2,000 shall constitute the highest number of examinees on record for the last eight (8) decades; and

am) by end-June 2010, the PRBoA would have filed a second Complaint with the Office of the Ombudsman against LGU officials for violations of R.A. No. 9266 (a first against LGU officials).          
For Your information and ready reference only. Thank You very much.
Yours sincerely,

For the PRBoA
Original Signed

Armando N. ALLÍ
Acting Chairman
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