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Fellow Architects, friends and supporters of the Architects, Ladies and Gentlemen, I appear here before You tonight as the Honored Guest Speaker representing the beloved Chairman of the Professional Regulation Commission, the Hon. Justice Nicolas P. Lapeña, who extends his warmest felicitations and regards to the Philippine Institute of Architects (PIA), on the occasion of its 77th year Anniversary Celebration and National Convention, particularly as regards this evening’s proceedings.

The PIA theme is “Green Architecture : A Global Concern”, a most timely area of involvement for the Architects, who are enabled physical planners and designers for both the natural and built environments. Let me begin this night’s message by saying that this is most definitely a step in the correct direction.

For the longest time, many Filipino Architects have generally contented themselves with planning and designing residences and buildings within the confines of a lot or property, oftentimes losing sight of the effect of their structures on neighboring properties or communities or naturally occurring vistas.

This situation was partly addressed with the advent of the 2004 Revised Implementing Rules and Regulations (R-IRR) of P.D. No. 1096 (or the 1977 National Building Code of the Philippines/NBCP), particularly its Rules VII and VIII, which institutionalized many new development controls that Architects may now use to help protect the natural and built environments. This was reinforced by the passage of R.A. No. 9266 (The Architecture Act of 2004) which firmly enshrined site and physical planning for both the building and its environs as part of the lawful practice of the Philippine Architects.  

With the collaborative work of Philippine professionals through the Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH), all of these new developments in our local practice as professionals have in fact placed a great premium on the sustainable planning and design of residences and buildings, long before it became known in part as Green Architecture.  

With the full support of the PRC, the PRBoA was also able to finally institutionalize the said development controls, all written in the language of the Architects, as part of the last three (3) licensure examinations for architects (LEAs), 2 of which were held in the Middle East at 4 separate sites. The PRC also hopes that this new focus on environmentally-enhancing development controls shall soon be embraced by the other State-regulated professions, particularly those in the engineering disciplines. 

Under the PRC’s recently revived Continuing Professional Education (CPE) Program and through the initiatives of the PRBoA, with the backing of the IAPoA, sustainable design practices for Architects, including Green Architecture and the use of and possible compliances with a Philippine Green Building rating system, may eventually become a specialized line of practice for some Filipino Architects. 

Let me now go briefly into the heart of this speech, that of Green Architecture as a global concern. But first, some key definitions need to be supplied, thus:

a) Sustainable Design, which may be defined as a practice which does not capitalize nor depend on resources intended for the use of future generations i.e. essentially we must plan and design for our present generation using and exhausting only the resources intended for our generation;

b)
Sustainable Architecture, definable as an environmentally-conscious design technique seeking to minimize the negative environmental impact of buildings by enhancing efficiency and moderation in the use of materials, energy, and development space; 

c) Green Architecture, generally definable as highly specialized level of professional practice, that attempts to achieve more with the planning and design of a building and in the enhancement of its use, with less, freely available, recyclable or renewable resources. 

Our recent collective local and global experiences in 2009 and early 2010 i.e. floods, earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, forest/brush/grass fires, drought, etc. and their deadly toll, all continue to haunt us. Here are some very recent physical planning and design lessons we continue to learn as more events around us unfold:

1) 
we should study the behavior of water and not propose to build on river beds or deltas or near river mouths, as these may unduly interfere with the movement of surface water;

2) 
we should not convert our productive agricultural lands for housing and settlements as these also serve as natural catch basins;  and

3)
while we realize that we need to plan and design vertically to conserve land, we should also plan and design better residences, housing and buildings that are more code compliant, healthier, safer, more secure and survivable.

Admittedly, the foregoing events and lessons are not localized as we have seen other countries suffer a fate similar if not worse than ours. We all need to do much more to avoid preventable or man-made disasters. 

The PRC is confident that the Architects, through the Other Associations of Architects (OAAs, such as the PIA and AAIF), specifically mentioned in R.A. No. 9266, shall continue to be the vanguard of the physical planning and building professions insofar as environmental designs are concerned. Here, the PRC specifically refers to the site planning of small to medium human settlements, housing sites, building complexes and buildings or structures for human habitation. The Architects must thus make every effort to make sustainable design practices, including Green Architecture, fully interface and mesh with sustainable planning and engineering practices and the like.

Let me end with the message that Architects must partake of every effort to specialize in this emerging field. The built environment that we have developed is what we shall bequeath to the next generations. We must not fail them for the survival of the future generations depend on what we all do at this time.

Maraming salamat po at mabuhay po kayong lahat! 

Mabuhay ang mga Arkitektong Pilipino!!
Good evening.
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