Followup Message of Armando N. Alli re Ondoy Flooding 

as Addressed to the Philippine Senate and Media

30 September 2009

Dear Sirs/ Mesdames,

Warm greetings!!!

Further to an earlier message I sent, let me just add that the INFORMAL SETTLERS at the EAST and west embankments of the Manggahan Floodway may now effectively occupy up to forty percent (40%) of the surface area of the floodway (about 80.0 hectares). The floodway embankments are potentially intended for overflows or excess floodway capacity (reference attachments). Similar areas at Marikina City have already been long clear of inhabited structures (and yet Saturday's events still happened). The loss of the Manggahan Floodway embankments to informal settlers could have effectively reduced the floodway capacity by 25-30% (my estimate) and could have largely contributed to the flooding in Pasig City, Cainta and Taytay.

Also based on my initial estimates, there could be as many as 20,000 to 30,000 ILLEGAL structures on both embankments courtesy of the LGUs (which possibly even issue them business permits) and the DPWH which is supposed to fully implement/ enforce PB No. 1096 (the 1977 National Building Code) and the easement provisions of the Water Code. These Manggahan Floodway embankments may now house a population of up to 250,000 people. It is also highly possible that the large number of "refugees" that we now have may have come from the Manggahan Floodway area. This is not a small problem and it has been around for as long the the Local Government Code (R.A. No. 7160) has been in effect (early 1990s).

We just hope the Government is finally able to work out a relocation and livelihood program for all of the INFORMAL SETTLERS and to remove ALL of their ILLEGAL structures. It is not that the INFORMAL SETTLERS are unwelcome, but they may have to GO because their situation is causing real problems for everyone else (life and death situations in the case of many others). Thank You.

Best regards,
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