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Our warmest greetings to you all!

I and the two (2) Members of the PRBoA, namely Architects Angeline T. Chua Chiaco, fuap and Marietta B. Segovia, uap, aaif, congratulate the new architects of the Republic, on having successfully hurdled the June 2009 licensure examination for architects (LEA). After taking their Architect’s Oath today, they would be the newest Filipino registered & licensed architects (RLAs), our successors and hopefully, our future Philippine architecture advocates as well.  

It is the PRBoA’s express wish that many areas of cooperation between the PRBoA and the RLAs shall continue to flourish in the remaining and upcoming fiscal year and that these are kept evolving and moving forward in order to help attain our shared primary goal of the full implementation and enforcement of Republic Act No. 9266 (The Architecture Act of 2004), a valid and subsisting law,  its 2004 implementing rules and regulations (IRR) and derivative regulations, all of which are in full effect. 

It is also the added wish of the PRBoA that it is able to receive the full, unqualified and continuing RLA support on the current and future PRBoA initiatives toward this end, in light of the many local and international developments on several fronts, all of which directly impact the architectural profession and the practice of approximately 24,000 RLAs situated all over the world. For the past several years, the services of the Filipino RLA has been in very high demand, a signal honor bestowed upon the Filipino architects, in recognition of their quality service and the premium value attached to their work. The PRBoA continues to hope that these matters may also be similarly appreciated on a progressive and continuing basis, by the Philippine market for architectural services and by the Philippine government itself (at all its levels).   

Again, the PRBoA extends its felicitations and wishes of continuing success for the new RLAs of the land, their guests and loved ones, their schools and their RLA-mentors (at both their academic and sub-professional levels prior to taking the LEA) and to all of You in attendance today!

May the Lord bless us all and the resurgent architecture profession as well.  Mabuhay kayong lahat!
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Good evening fellow guests and honorees for the evening, our host Boysen Paints, ladies and gentlemen.
Inasmuch as the official representative of the Professional Regulation Commission (PRC), the Hon. Commissioner Ruth Raña-Padilla, is still in a conference-seminar somewhere in western Luzon, I stand before You this evening representing two (2) entities, the Professional Regulatory Board of Architecture (PRBoA) and the PRC.

First, I would like to discuss some of the current PRC programs and projects, specifically as these relate to the state-regulated profession of architecture:

1) in compliance with instructions emanating from the Office of the President, coursed through the Department of Labor and Employment (DoLE), the PRC through the PRBoA, is currently conducting foreign licensure examinations for architects (FLEAs), called Special Licensure Board Examinations (SPLBE), for overseas foreign workers (OFWs);  

a) the first FLEAs were administered on four (4) occasions in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA) in December 2007 and again in March 2009 i.e. administered twice for the cities of Jeddah and Al-Khobar, with about 100-120 takers for each of the FLEA dates (and about 80 passers total for the 4 FLEAs administered);

b) by the end of 2009, another four (4) FLEAs shall be administered by the PRC as follows: 1) two (2) FLEAs again at Jeddah and Al-Khobar in late November 2009; 2) one (1) FLEA at Doha, Qatar; and 3) one (1) FLEA at Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates (UAE);  the PRC initially expects up to 250 examinees for these 4 FLEAs;

c) together with the two (2) Manila licensure examination for architects (LEAs) held in January and June 2009, the two (2) FLEAs held in March 2009 and the four (4) FLEAs scheduled in late 2009, the year 2009 would have a total of eight (8) licensure examinations for architecture administered, the most ever done in Philippine architecture history. 

2) again in compliance with instructions emanating from the Office of the President, the PRC through the PRBoA, has already revived in October 2008, the new continuing professional development (CPD) system for registered and licensed architects (RLAs), to wit:

a) the new CPD system for RLAs does not call for mandatory CPD credits for the renewal of the PRC ID cards (licenses) since the same is not contemplated nor provided for under R.A. No. 9266 (The Architecture Act of 2004) and its 2004 IRR;

b) the new system is geared for self-improvement at the RLAs’ own pace and resources;

c) the earned CPD credits could eventually be used to earn a graduate degree (masters or doctoral) through a partner school/ academic institution that is CHED-recognized i.e. under the CHED’s ETEEAP program; and

d) the same earned CPD credits could be used to earn a Certificate of Specialized Practice from the PRBoA, duly approved by the PRC, but this matter is still being developed;  

3) in about 3-5 years, the PRC may already be able to offer computer-administered LEAs to walk-in examinees, allowing the examinees to take the LEA other than the scheduled January and June dates; and
4) to better serve the public, the PRC has embarked on its new headquarters building project at a new site along Macapagal Ave. in Pasay City (near the Mall of Asia Complex). 

The following is the PRBoA (the “Board”) message for the fifteen (15) honorees for this evening:
Being part of the June 2009 LEA top ten is a signal honor but is also a golden opportunity to expand one’s horizon. A top ten place is a major professional capital (puhunan) that must be put to good use as it opens many doors for You. 

A top ten place is a fresh start as it somehow erases most if not all records of past shortcomings, under-achievements or even failures. However, You have also set new high standards for Yourselves that You must now try to exceed. Excellence is now demanded of You so that You may become a model and a beacon for others.

A top ten place is also an opportunity for You to exercise leadership in Your chosen profession. Your peers now look up to You and You must not fail them. You can start by taking an active part in the integrated and accredited professional organization of architects (IAPOA) chapter of Your choice.

The Board also hopes that Your examples may help inspire future aspirants to the profession. I refer to specifically to Your performance in the last Board examination where a Batas Pambansa (B.P.) No. 220 socialized housing project was the computer-extracted design problem.

The Architect’s primary responsibility is not only to his/her Client and the profession but also to the state and society in general, specifically that of improving the lives of our less fortunate brethren. On many occasions, the Board has stated that the Architect must be seen and appreciated at the level of his/her community or neighborhood. The Architect must therefore be a paragon of civic spiritedness/ mindedness, not just of technical prowess. 

Young as You are now, it is also the Board’s hope that You will soon learn advocacy for the profession. The architectural profession cannot survive without its fighting soldiers and we sorely need more warm bodies to fight for this profession, especially at this time.

I also ask You to consider working and staying here in the Philippines over the long term. While You are young and may initially opt to work abroad, please consider work abroad mainly as an opportunity to learn. Learn and learn all You can and come back here with that knowledge so that others may also benefit from Your knowledge and experiences.

In closing, I would like to say that since I have not really spoken at the last five (5) editions of this Recognition Night, it is providential that I have been finally accorded this opportunity to personally/publicly thank Boysen Paints for its continuing support to the Board, the PRC, the UAP-IAPOA, the PIA and the other architectural organizations.

Good evening to you all.  

Nothing follows.

