Major PRBoA Accomplishments

(16 November 2006 through 15 April 2009)
	A. Area of 
Professional 
Regulation
	B. Initial Listing of Major PRBoA Accomplishments 
(16 Nov 2006 – 15 Apr 2009/ 2.0 years and 5.0 months)
List of Acronyms:

ABO - Acting Building Official
AF - architectural firms (registered with the PRC)
APEC - Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation 
APO - Accredited Professional Organization 
ASEAN - Association of South East Asian Nations 
CE - municipal/ city/ civil engineer 

CHED - Commission on Higher Education 

CPE - Continuing Professional Education 
DEA - diversified experience in architecture 
DoJ - Department of Justice
DPWH - Department of Public Works and Highways
FA - foreign architect
FLEA - Foreign Licensure Examination for Architects

IRR  - implementing rules and regulations ()
LDEA - Logbook on diversified experience in architecture 
LEA - Licensure Examination for Architects

LGU - local government unit
OO - Office of the Ombudsman 
P.D. No. 1096 - the 1977 National Building Code of the Philippines (NBCP)

PAPRB - Philippine Association of Professional Regulatory Boards 
PRBoA - Professional Regulatory Board of Architecture
PRC - Professional Regulation Commission 

R. A. No. 9266 - Republic Act No. 9266 (The Architecture Act of 2004)

RLA - registered and licensed architect
SPLBE - Special Licensure Board Examination (also referred to as FLEA)
TSP - temporary/ special permit 

UAP  - United Architects of the Philippines, the integrated and accredited 
            professional organization of architects (IAPOA)



	1. Licensure Examination for Architects (LEA) and Related Preparations
	1.1 Instituted competency-based questions and problems for the Licensure Examination for Architects (LEA i.e. based on limited two (2.0)-year diversified experience in architecture (DEA); 

1.2 Holding of the first (1st) Foreign Licensure Examination for Architects (FLEA otherwise known as the SPLBE i.e. the Special Licensure Board Examination) at Al-Khobar & Jeddah, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia/ KSA (2007) in compliance with instructions received from the Professional Regulation Commission (PRC);  
1.3  Consolidation of the 6 subjects under Days 1 and 2 of the former 3-day LEA;

1.4  Reduction of the number of LEA examination days from 3 to 2;

1.5 Signature of Deans and Heads of Architectural Schools on Logbooks on diversified experience in architecture (LDEAs) made an option in the interim;

1.6 Checking and reporting of examination results returned to thirty (30) calendar days to comply with R.A. No. 9266 (The Architecture Act of 2004);

1.7 Holding of the second (2nd) FLEA/ SPLBE at Al-Khobar & Jeddah, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia/ KSA (2009); 
1.8 Discussions with the Commission on Higher Education (CHED) on possible changes to the B.S. Architecture curriculum (2009);

1.9 Conducted inspections of architectural schools nationwide; and
1.10Administered with the Professional Regulation Commission (PRC) a total of five (5) LEAs and four (4) FLEAs/ SPLBEs (January 2007 through March 2009).

	2. Administrative Investigations
	2.1 Decided a good number of administrative cases filed with the PRC resulting mainly in the suspension or revocation of the certificates and/or licenses to practice architecture or in the dismissal of the complaint/s (2007-09); about fifteen (15.0) registered and licensed architects (RLAs) have had their certificates/ licenses suspended or revoked;
2.2 Conducted preliminary evidence gathering for use in several motu proprio administrative cases; and

2.3 Drafted and electronically posted for use by the general public pro forma administrative complaints against erring RLAs. 

	3. Reciprocity
	3.1 Maintained that the borderless practice of architecture within the Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) region shall be collaborative i.e. foreign architects (FAs) from the nine (9) other ASEAN nations (Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, PDR Laos, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam) and wishing to practice architecture in the Philippines must do so only on a collaborative basis (only with a Philippine RLA) and only with a PRC-issued temporary/ special permit (TSP) to practice architecture on Philippine soil; and
3.2 Similarly maintained that the borderless practice of architecture within the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) region shall be collaborative i.e. FAs from eighteen (18) other APEC nations (Australia, Canada, Chinese Taipeh, Chinese Hong Kong, Japan, South Korea, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, PR of China, Singapore, Thailand, USA, etc.) wishing to practice architecture in the Philippines must do so only on a collaborative basis (only with a Philippine RLA) and only with a PRC-issued TSP to practice architecture on Philippine soil.

	4. Continuing Professional Development (CPD)
	4.1 Actively assisted the PRC in the re-institutionalization of the Continuing Professional Education (CPE) program to better prepare Philippine professionals for the demands of international practice (2008); and
4.2 Reconstituted the CPE Council for RLAs (2008). 

	5. Prohibition in the Practice of Architecture/ Signing of Architectural Plans, Specifications and Other Contract Documents/ Non-Registered Persons Shall Not Claim Equivalent Service
	5.1 Prepared about one hundred (100.0) correspondences (generic electronic and hardcopies) addressed to national and local government officials and the public in general relating to the implementation and enforcement of R.A. No. 9266, a valid and subsisting law (with no pending nor resolved legal questions on the constitutionality of any of its provisions), particularly its multiple provisions limiting to registered and licensed architects (RLAs) the preparation, signing and sealing of architectural documents  (November 2006 through April 2009);
5.2 Prepared various position papers upholding R.A. No. 9266, its implementing rules and regulations (IRR) and derivative regulations as to the matter of the preparation, signing and sealing of architectural documents;

5.3 Actively informed RLAs, aspiring architects, national and government officials and the general public (including unregistered persons, aliens and other state-regulated professionals such as civil engineers/ CEs not legally authorized to engage in the practice of architecture) as to the legal requisites for the lawful practice of architecture on Philippine soil and the attendant sanctions for the willful violations of R.A. No. 9266 (the Architecture Act of 2004).  The PRBoA has consistently stood firm on its position that R.A. No. 9266, a valid and subsisting law (with no pending nor resolved legal questions on the constitutionality of any of its provisions), particularly its multiple provisions limiting to registered and licensed architects (RLAs) the preparation, signing and sealing of architectural documents, must be fully implemented and enforced by all national and local government officials, specifically by the Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH) and the municipal/ city/ civil engineers (CEs) functioning as Acting Building Officials (ABOs) under R.A. No. 7160 (The Local Government Code); and
5.4 Drafted and electronically posted for use by RLAs pro forma administrative and/or criminal complaints against national and local government officials who willfully violate R.A. No. 9266.

	6. Registration of Architectural Firms (AFs)
	6.1 Prepared a resolution mandating the registration of architectural firms (AFs) in full compliance with Sec. 37 of R.A. No. 9266; 
6.2 Actively campaigned for compliance by juridical persons with Sec. 37 of  R.A. No. 9266; and
6.3 Registered fifteen (15.0) architectural firms as of April 2009.

	7. Temporary/ Special Permits for Foreign Architects (FAs)
	7.1 Prepared a resolution mandating the employers of foreign architects (FAs) to secure temporary/ special permits (TSPs) to practice architecture on Philippine soil on a limited basis in full compliance with Sec. 38 of R.A. No. 9266; 
7.2 Actively campaigned for compliance by all natural and juridical persons with Sec. 38 of  R.A. No. 9266; and

7.3 Registered two (2.0) FAs as of April 2009.

	8. Ownership of Architectural Plans, Specifications and Other Contract Documents
	8.1 Consistently upheld the joint ownership and sole copyright of registered and licensed architects (RLAs) to their creative work in full accordance with R.A. No. 8293 (Intellectual Property Code) and with R.A. No. 9266 and their IRRs; and
8.2 Consistently stated before local government units (LGUs) and national agencies that their practice of requiring architectural documents as part of the infrastructure or consulting service procurement procedures under R.A. No. 9184 (The Government Procurement Reform Act of 2003) and its 2004 IRR violate the pertinent provisions of R.A. No. 8293 (Intellectual Property Code) and with R.A. No. 9266 and their IRRs that govern the intellectual property rights to such architectural documents.

	9.  Implementing Rules and Regulations (IRR)
	9.1Promulgated about twenty (20.0) PRBoA resolutions (published and unpublished) affecting architectural practice (2007 through 2009); and
9.2 Actively worked on the updating of the 1979 Standards of Professional Practice i.e. the UAP Documents (part of the IRR of the repealed architecture laws/ R.A. Nos. 1581 of 1956 and R.A. No. 545 of 1950. 

	10.Enforcement of R.A. No. 9266 (The Architecture Act of 2004)
	10.1Prepared about one hundred (100.0) correspondences (generic electronic and hardcopies) addressed to national and local government officials relating to their mandated and/or sworn duties and responsibilities under law to implement and enforce R.A. No. 9266, a valid and subsisting law (with no pending nor resolved legal questions on the constitutionality of any of its provisions), particularly its multiple provisions limiting to registered and licensed architects (RLAs) the preparation, signing and sealing of architectural documents  as well as the similar/ pertinent provisions under P.D. No. 1096 (November 2006 through April 2009);

10.2Sought (and secured) from the Department of Justice (DoJ) various legal opinions on R.A. No. 9266, P.D. No. 1096 (the 1977 National Building Code of the Philippines/ NBCP) and related statutes;

10.3Transmitted a request for assistance/ advice with the Supreme Court Administrator in regard to possible violations committed by lawyers and judges involved in a case concerning P.D. No. 1096 as it relates to the signing and sealing of architectural documents; and 

10.4Drafted (with the PRBoA private counsel) an administrative cum criminal complaint for filing with the Office of the Ombudsman (OO) and a civil complaint for filing with the regular court against national and local government officials together with their private entities-beneficiaries (to be impleaded as co-respondents) for multiple violations of laws in relation to the implementation and enforcement R.A. No. 9266 (March 2008 through April 2009); per R.A. No. 9266, a PRC resolution is awaited to enable the PRBoA to fully engage in legal actions against the said entities. 



	11.Positions in Government Requiring the Services of Registered and Licensed Architects (RLAs)
	11.1Prepared correspondences (generic electronic and hardcopies) addressed to national and local government officials, specifically those with the DPWH, relating to their mandated and/or sworn duties and responsibilities under law to implement and enforce R.A. No. 9266, particularly its provision requiring only registered and licensed architects (RLAs) to perform official functions in relation to the review of architectural documents  submitted by other RLAs (2007 through 2009);



	12.Miscellaneous
	12.1Setting up and maintenance of the PRBoA website at www.architectureboard.ph and of several mailboxes for direct information dissemination and exchange; the website which has been accessed about 134,000 times as of April 2009, contains about three hundred (300.0) documents and presentations consisting of several thousand pages of text and images; counting the courtesy and blind copies in the mailboxes, more than one thousand five  (1,500) messages have been disseminated or exchanged over the period Nov 2006 to Apr 2009);

12.2 Periodic publication of PRBoA resolutions and/or statements/ positions on national broadsheets;

12.3 Together with the United Architects of the Philippines/ UAP (the integrated and accredited professional organization of architects or IAPOA under R.A. No. 9266, the publication (2008 & 2009) of the true/ accurate text of Presidential Decree (P.D.) No. 1096, otherwise known as the 1977 National Building Code of the Philippines (NBCP) and its 2004 Revised Implementing Rules and Regulations (R-IRR) as promulgated by the DPWH in late 2004 (and as published thrice on a national broadsheet in April 2005, taking full effect on 01 May 2005); 

12.4 Assistance to the UAP-IAPOA in garnering the 2008 & 2009 PRC Outstanding Accredited Professional Organization (APO) Award;

12.5 Actively supported projects of the Philippine Association of Professional Regulatory Boards (PAPRB) and the PRC itself, particularly on matters involving renovations and PRC facility upgrades; 

12.6 Assisted in the crafting of various bills including those on the state-regulation of other professions (that may seek to bestow upon other professionals parts of the scope of work of RLAs), non-mobile billboards, repeal of the anti-graft law, repeal of the NBCP, etc;

12.7 Delivered about fifty (50) lectures, presentations and speeches (or made public appearances) nationwide (from November 2006 through April 2009) relating to matters affecting local and international architectural practice in general and specifically about R.A. No. 9266 and/or P.D. No. 1096 (the 1977 National Building Code of the Philippines/ NBCP) and their implementation and enforcement; 

12.8 Represented Philippine architects, the PRBoA and/or the PRC in about thirty (30) important local or international gatherings/ meetings/ conferences on various matters affecting architectural practice locally and internationally (November 2006 through April 2009); 

12.9 Prepared replies to about two hundred (200.0) correspondences (electronic and hardcopies) sent to the PRBoA by national and local government officials, by RLAs and by the public in general relating to issues, queries, etc. as regards the implementation and enforcement of R.A. No. 9266 (November 2007 through April 2009); 

12.10Maintained a very active, focused and cooperative relationship with the UAP-IAPOA and other architectural organizations such as the Philippine Institute of Architects (PIA), the Architecture Advocacy International Foundation (AAIF), the Council of Schools and Heads of Architectural Schools in the Philippines (CODHASP);

12.11Maintained an active role in the National Council for Culture and the Arts (NCCA) and in the Board of Consultants (BoC) of the DPWH i.e. tasked with oversight functions on P.D. No. 1096 (the National Building Code of the Philippines/ NBCP);

12.12Actively liaised with media on matters of professional regulation and the implementation and enforcement of R.A. No. 9266; 

12.13Processed and acted on thousands of hardcopies of official documents at the PRC (including correspondences, memoranda, orders, resolutions, LEA applications, LDEAs and  examination plates/ papers) over the period Nov 2007 through Apr 2009; and

12.14Consistent advocacy on the primacy of architectural documents in the preparation of building plans and designs i.e. the architectural plans and designs are the sole bases for the derivative engineering plans and designs.
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