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  Our Ref : 08may16_PRBoA-144
16 May 2008

LC Associates 
Makati City 
c/o email address: lc@lca.com
ATTENTION
:
Arch. LC 


Principal Architect, President & General Manager
SUBJECT
:
ADVISORY RE OBLIGATION TO COMPLY WITH R.A. NO. 9266 SEC. 37 (The Mandated Registration of Your Firm with the PRBoA)  
Mesdames/ Sirs,

Warm greetings from the Professional Regulatory Board of Architecture (PRBoA)! 
The PRBoA would like to officially advise You of the mandated requirement under law, specifically of R.A. No. 9266 (The Architecture Act of 2004) Sec. 37, requiring You to register Your practice as a firm, to wit:   

“Sec. 37. Limitation to the Registration of a Firm, Company, Partnership, Corporation or Association. – The practice of architecture is a professional service, admission to which shall be determined upon the basis of individual personal qualifications. However, a firm, company, partnership, corporation or association may be registered or licensed as such for the practice of architecture under the following conditions:
a. Only Filipino citizens properly registered and licensed as architects under this Act may, among themselves, or together with allied technical professionals, form and obtain registration as a firm, company, partnership, association or corporation for the practice of architecture;
b. Registered and licensed architects shall compose at least seventy-five percent (75%) of the owners, shareholders, members incorporators, directors, executive officers, as the case may be;
c. Individual members of such firm, partnership association or corporation shall be responsible for their individual and collective acts as an entity and as provided by law;
d. Such firm, partnership, association or corporation shall be registered with the Securities and Exchange Commission and Board.” (emphases and underscoring supplied)
The individual practice of a natural person i.e. a registered and licensed architect (RLA) is materially different from the group practice of RLAs (or of RLAs together with other entities allowed by law) jointly practicing as a juridical person i.e. a firm, company, partnership, corporation or association. Under the afore-cited law, Your firm is now called upon to register with the PRBoA even after it has been separately registered with the Securities & Exchange Commission (SEC), if a partnership or corporation, or with the Department of Trade and Industry (DTI), if a sole proprietorship.
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To aid Your firm in fully complying with the foregoing, please refer to the attached copy of R.A. No. 9266 as well as to its 2004 Implementing Rules and Regulations (IRR) and to the PRBoA Resolution No. 05, series of 2007 (in effect since early 2008), as posted at the Latest Publications section of the PRBoA website (www.architectureboard.ph). 

The PRBoA trusts that Your firm can satisfy the registration requirements at the soonest possible time. In this regard, please communicate directly with M. Marjorie Muñoz of the PRC Standards and Inspection Division (SID) at the G/F of the PRC in Manila. 

In case of non-compliance and/or refusal to comply on Your firm’s part, certain remedies allowed by law may be availed of by the state e.g. the following natural and juridical persons may be held jointly or severally liable for possible administrative and/or criminal violation/s of R.A. No. 9266, among other laws:
1) the responsible officers of Your firm, specifically the Filipino registered and licensed architect (RLA) involved in its management and/or operations; depending on the gravity of the offense or willful non-compliance, the Filipino RLA may also be charged administratively at the Professional Regulation Commission (PRC) for which a reprimand or the suspension or revocation of the certificate and license to practice architecture may be prescribed as penalty;
2) the architectural firm itself, if it is not registered as such with the PRBoA, in compliance with Sec. 37 of R.A. No. 9266; the closure of Your firm’s operations may be sought as a penalty;
3) the national and local government officials who may have processed and approved the architectural documents for Your firm’s project/s, particularly if such documents do not comply with the requirements under R.A. No. 9266 i.e. outputs/ deliverables prepared by Your firm (if not separately registered with the PRBoA); if a graft complaint is filed with the Ombudsman primarily against the government officials concerned, the private parties who directly benefited from their official acts, which may include the responsible officers of Your firm, may also be impleaded/ named in such a complaint; and
4) Your firm’s clients and media entities who may have aided and abetted the illegal practice of architecture.  

For Your firm’s initial information only. 
Thank You very much for the kind attention accorded this communication. 
Yours sincerely,

For the PRBoA
ORIGINAL SIGNED


 
Armando N. ALLÍ
Acting Chairman, PRBoA
cc  : Office of the PRC Chairman, PRC Legal & Investigation Div, Office of the PRB Secretary,

      Office of the Ombudsman, Securities and Exchange Commission, Department of Trade and 

      Industry (DTI) 

att : a/s
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